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In the same way Mondays are bad days for buying shoes.
The proverb here is: * There is hostility between the moon
and leather, so if any one buys shoes on the Moon-day and
wears them, he is sure to be overtaken by some great mis-
fortune '.
On the other hand, in another part of Kathiawar, the writer
came across an entirely different set of shopping rules, and
was assured that Monday was the best day to buy a sari
(the women's shawl-like overdress). Everywhere, however,
they agreed that Monday was under the protection of the
moon, and that therefore moonstones should be worn on that
day. It is also an auspicious day for a bride to go to her
own old home, for a birth, and for a wedding. No one
should start out for a journey to the east on a Monday.
Tuesday cannot be called an auspicious daya for it is named
after Mahgala, the planet Mars, and, as he is the god of wars,
he is a hard god.
If in any man's horoscope Mars is in the seventh mansion,
that man will be unlucky in his married life ; he will lose his '
first wife, or marry very late, or his wife will be an invalid.
*To avert all these matrimonial sorrows, he must either fast
entirely every single Tuesday of his life, or else take only one
meal, at which neither vegetable curry nor salt is served, but,
fortunately for him, at which a laddu (the tennis-ball-like sweet
so dear to the palate of a Brahman) may be eaten. It must be
so comforting to feel that, by eating the sweetmeat you most
enjoy, you heroically save your poor wife from death and
disease. Such a man should also be particular to wear a ring
set with coral, (In those castes where widow remarriage is
allowed, Tuesday and Sunday are the best days for the
ceremonies.)
Tuesday is also an auspicious day for the Slmanta cere-
mony, but no graddha should, if possible, be performed on
that day of the week.
There is a good deal of correspondence between Tuesdays
and Sundays: for instance, seeds should neither be sown on